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DATE:				December 17, 2025

TIME:					11:00 AM

LOCATION:				100 S. Charles Street 
3rd Floor Conference Room
					Tower 1, Baltimore, MD 21201

Video Teleconferencing via:    https://meet.google.com/tbt-uxif-gth
Phone Number: 		           (US) +1 567-250-3071‬ PIN: 

[bookmark: _Hlk210461770]MEMBERS PRESENT:		Cynthia Shonaiya, Chair, RA
Casey Dawkins, PhD
Gretel Lott, CID
Kuo Pao Lian, RA

MEMBERS ABSENT:		Paul Edmeades, RA	
Douglas Polt, RA
Kevin Sneed, RA

STAFF PRESENT:			Zevi Thomas, Executive Director
					Raquel Meyers, Assistant Executive Director	
Matthew Venuti, Board Counsel
Noraida Lozano, Board Administrator

[bookmark: _heading=h.1l4ywmxzr14y]OTHER PRESENT:			Sherry Nickerson, Representative, AIA Maryland

Call to Order
     	 Ms. Cynthia Shonaiya, Chair, called the Business Meeting of the Maryland Board of Architects to order at 11:01 a.m. virtually, via Google Meet at https://meet.google.com/tbt-uxif-gth, Phone Number: (US) +1 567-250-3071, PIN: 211 193 419#.‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬

[bookmark: _heading=h.rpixvswb19km]Approval of Minutes

     	The members reviewed the minutes of the Business Meeting held on October 22, 2025.  Motion (I) was made by Ms. Lott, seconded by Mr. Dawkins, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes without corrections.

Complaint Committee Report

Mr. Dawkins presented the following report on behalf of the Complaint Committee:

03-AR-25 - Final Order being prepared for the Board Chair’s signature.
11-AR-25  - Hearing scheduled for March 26, 2026.
12-AR-25 - Recommended closure.
13-AR-25 - Hearing scheduled for March 26, 2026.
14-AR-25 - Case reopened, followed up with the complainant.
02-AR-26 - Initiated an investigation.
03-AR-26 - Followed up with the respondent.
04-AR-26 - Requested response from the respondent.
05-AR-26 - Requested response from the respondent.

One conduct review is pending and awaiting NCARB’s investigation.

   	Motion (II) was made by Ms. Lott, seconded by Mr. Lian, and carried by the Board to accept the Complaint Committee Report.

Review of Applications

Applications for the Architectural Registration Exam (ARE)

On behalf of Mr. Edmeades, Ms. Shonaiya presented the report for the Architectural Registration Exam (ARE) and reciprocity applications.

There were fifteen (15) ARE applications administratively approved:
	
AMARASENA, Thimesha			McRURY, Katie
BAKER, Hannah				MYTCUL, Anna	
BONDARCHUK, Christine			STETSER, Amy
CIN JR., Pau					WASHINGTON, Glenn
ELFALLAH, Amalie				WIENHOLT, Seth Adam
FISHER, William				WILBERT, Quinn
HAAS, Savanna				WOHLSTETTER, Andrew	
KNAPP, Cooper

There were six (6) ARE applications approved by the Board:

BRUNS, Austin				RILEY, Ellie
FUENTES-VELEZ, Victor			SANDERS, Aaron	
HONG, Hieu					VALLELY, Devon

Applications for Reciprocity – None

One of the ARE candidates (MM) was pending whose recommendation letters passed the 5-year limit set by the Board. Mr. Dawkins inquired if there was documentation to support the requirement.  Ms. Lozano interjected that she could send a copy of the minutes that had been approved by the Board in December 2020.  Ms. Shonaiya requested that a copy be sent to the Board for clarification.  Ms. Lozano agreed.

           	 Motion (III) was made by Mr. Dawkins, seconded by Ms. Lott, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve twenty-one (21) ARE applications with one pending  (candidate MM) due to expired letters of recommendation and one denial (candidate AO) due to insufficient work experience. No application for reciprocity was submitted for this meeting. 

Old Business

Committee Reports

Pathways to Licensure Forum

Ms. Lott reported attending the NCARB Education Committee meeting in Washington, DC, held in December 2025. The meeting discussed NCARB​'s move ​towards adopting the NCARB Competency Standard for Architects (16 Competencies) to ensure licensed architects safeguard public health, safety, and welfare.

As the Board's representative to NCARB's Education Committee, she sought the Board's opinion on the implementation process. Mr. Thomas suggested forwarding a copy of the NCARB resolution (16 Competencies) to the Legislative Committee for review. Ms. Shonaiya requested Ms. Lott send a copy of the resolution to the Board for discussion at the next meeting, which Ms. Lott agreed.

New Business – None

Correspondence – None

Executive Director’s Report 

	Mr. Thomas reported that NCARB’s Regional Summit would be on March 20-21, 2026, in Oklahoma City.  The NCARB funding was designated to two architects, one public member and a new board member as follows:

		Ms. Shonaiya			Mr. Dawkins (public member)				Mr. Edmeades			Mr. Lian (new member)

	He encouraged the designated members to check their availability at their earliest convenience, as the deadline for registration is fast approaching. Ms. Shonaiya will check if NCARB Region 2 has funding for one person, as she believes they have in the past.

	He also presented the meeting calendar for 2026.  He agreed that the copy would be sent to the Board as requested by Ms. Shonaiya.

	He mentioned that ICOR  (Interorganizational Council on Regulation) had a meeting in December 2025.  Similar to the Maryland State Design Boards, they have also developed a handbook to address aspects of overlapping practice.  He will circulate a copy of their initial draft to the Board once it is released.

Board Counsel’s Report

No update for the Board of Architects, but he mentioned that the sunset extension for the Board for Land Surveyors for the upcoming session. The General Assembly begins on January 14, 2026.

Audience Participation 

Ms. Sherry Nickerson, AIA Maryland representative, updated the Board on the bill sponsored by State Senator Cheryl Kagan in the Senate and Delegate Lily Qi in the House. This bill addresses sunset provisions. The bill's origin stemmed from past incidents involving the fraudulent use of an architect's seal and registration number. 

The proposed legislation aims to expand the board's authority to include individuals, not only registered architects, who fraudulently utilize an individual’s architectural seal or registration number. Furthermore, Senator Kagan has requested that the Board mandate local jurisdictions to verify architectural seals on any document before code officials or building authorities issue construction permits.

Executive Session

Motion (IV) was made by Ms. Lott, seconded by Mr. Dawkins, and unanimously carried by the Board to enter the Executive Session at 11:37 a.m., virtually via meet.google.com/sob-mouk-cop or by Phone (US) +1 801-878-4424‬ PIN: 

Motion (V) was made by Mr. Lian, seconded by Ms. Lott, and unanimously carried by the Board to reconvene its public meeting and leave the Executive Session at 11:49 a.m. virtually via meet.google.com/sob-mouk-cop or by Phone (US) +1 801-878-4424‬ PIN: 

Adjournment

       	 There being no further business to discuss, Motion (VI) was made by Mr. Dawkins, seconded by Mr. Lian, and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the meeting at 11:56 a.m. 

     	The next Board Meeting will be on Wednesday, January 28, 2026, at 11:00 a.m.

______   With Corrections     	______   Without Corrections

           (Signature on File)	                                    01/28/2026
__________________________________     	   ______________________
      Cynthia Shonaiya, Chair                                  	     Date                                                     
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