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STATE BOARD OF PLUMBING
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

Date: 			December 18, 2025

Time: 			10:30 a.m.

Location: 		100 S. Charles Street, Tower 1
			Conference Room 3309
Baltimore, MD 21201
Held via Video Conference
meet.google.com/qks-niad-yfo	
By Phone via Teleconference  
1-414-909-7588 (PIN: 385820141)

Members Present:	Joseph Radtka, Chairman
Hayward Hinkhaus, Vice Chairman, Industry Member
Leif Hancock, Industry Member
Craig Stokes, Industry Member
Megan Klepsig, Industry Member
Robert Parker, Consumer Member

Absent:		None

LABOR Officials & Staff Present: Charles Marquette, Executive Director, Mechanical Licensing
Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General
Aajah Harris, Policy Director, Division of Occupational and
   Professional Licensing
LaKissha Thornton, Administrative Officer III

OTHERS PRESENT:   Wayne Fishpaw, Pipe Trades Technologies
     Kristie Hopkins, Mountain View Plumbing
  			     Tom Buckley, WSSC, Plumbers Local 5
			     Christopher Imhof, WSSC
			

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Radtka called the December 18, 2025, Business Meeting of the Maryland State Board of Plumbing to order, virtually, at 10:30 a.m. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

A motion to adopt the agenda of the December 18, 2025, Business Meeting was made by Mr. Hancock, seconded by Ms. Klepsig, and unanimously approved by the Board. Mr. Parker had not yet joined the meeting and did not participate in the vote.
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk145686033]  
[bookmark: _Hlk217390271]A motion to approve the November 20, 2025, Business Meeting Minutes was made by Mr. Stokes, seconded by Ms. Klepsig and unanimously approved by the Board without amendment. Mr. Parker had not yet joined the meeting and did not participate in the vote.    

PLUMBING COMPLAINT COMMITTEE

Vice-Chairman Hinkhaus reported the following findings of the Complaint Committee:

	Closed Complaint
	Under Investigation
	Sent for A.G. Pre-Charge
	Criminally Charged

	25-0038
	25-0042
	
	

	25-0040
	
	
	



A motion to accept the findings of the Complaint Committee was made by Mr. Hancock, seconded by Mr. Stokes, and unanimously approved by the Board. Mr. Parker had not yet joined the meeting and did not participate in the vote.    

APPLICATION REVIEW COMMITTEE REPORT

There were no applications to be reviewed and no report necessary. 

REVIEW OF EXAMINATION STATISTICS AND LICENSE TOTALS 

Ms. Thornton reported the following statistical summary submitted by PSI for November 2025: 

[bookmark: _Hlk201045125]		                   	       Candidates        	Passed		Failed	     	     Pass %
				          Tested
	[bookmark: _Hlk174351326]Journey Natural Gas Fitter
	11
	6
	5
	55%

	Journey Plumber/Gas Fitter
	39
	16
	23
	41%

	Master Natural Gas Fitter
	3
	3
	0
	100%

	Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
	29
	8
	21
	28%

	                              TOTAL
	82
	33
	49
	40%



Ms. Thornton further reported that since January 2025, 1,008 candidates were tested, 386 candidates passed, 622 failed, for a pass rate of 38%. Since the inception of the test, 12,946 candidates were tested, 4,714 candidates passed, 8,232 failed, for a pass rate of 36%. There are currently 13,841 active licensees. 

CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence to be discussed. 

OLD BUSINESS

Listing of Approved Natural Gas Fitter Training Provider
Chairman Radtka stated that the Board would revisit the issue at the January 2026 meeting and that no new information was available at this time and this matter would be revisited during the January meeting. 
  
Code Adoption:
Chairman Radtka reiterated that the Board had adopted the 2021 versions of the IPC, IFGC and IRC.  Chairman Radtka asked staff about the possibility of adopting the 2024 editions of the codes quickly to limit the inconvenience to licensees.  Director Marquette stated the item would be placed on the January agenda for discussion. 

NEW BUSINESS

CSST Study Group Meeting:
Chairman Radtka announced that he and Director Marquette attended a meeting held by the members of the CSST study group on December 11, 2025. In the meeting the participants discussed the proper installation procedures for arch-resistant CSST, that non-arch CSST is no longer permitted to be sold or installed in Maryland, and the differences in bonding versus grounding when installing CSST.  Director Marquette stated that a preliminary report from the study group is due to the legislature in December 2025, with the final report being due in September 2026. He added that he would share the report with the Board when it became available. 

Mr. Parker joined the meeting at 10:39 am.

DC Reciprocity Agreement:
Director Marquette informed the Board that the revised reciprocity agreement with District of Columbia  Board of Industrial Trades (“DC”) had been approved by DC and is in effect. The agreement was recently revised to require that only Master or Journeyman Plumber/Gas Fitter licenses could be reciprocated and did not include gas fitter only credential. Director Marquette stated that staff would make a public announcement regarding the stat us of the amended agreement shortly.  

Ms. Hopkins requested to address the Board during New Business. With Chairman Radtka’s permission, Ms. Hopkins requested a status update on a complaint that had been submitted to the Board. Counsel informed Ms. Hopkins that the Board could not discuss a specific complaint in an Open Meeting and that staff would provide her with an appropriate update after the meeting, should she be entitled to one. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Director Marquette informed the Board that he was in the process of facilitating an HVACR Reciprocity agreement with DC and that he would provide updates as they became available. Chairman Radtka asked if there was any other reciprocity discussion taking place currently. Director Marquette replied that he was still in talks with the West Virginia Plumbing Board but had not had any response from Virginia.  

Director Marquette thanked the Board for the service and participation throughout the year and wished everyone a Happy Holiday season. 

COUNSEL’S REPORT

Counsel did not offer a report but wished the members of the Board a happy holiday season and safe new year. 

CHAIR’S REPORT

The Chairman commented that the Board had a successful year regarding code adoption in 2025 and thanked the Board members for their participation. He then wished the members of the Board a happy holiday season. 

[bookmark: _Hlk144984246]CLOSED SESSION

The Board did not convene in a Closed Session.

Before moving to adjournment, Chairman Radtka invited Mr. Buckley and Mr. Imhof to address the Board on behalf of Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission(WSSC). Mr. Buckley stated that WSSC had adopted the 2021 Codes on December 1, 2025. He stated that he and WSSC looked forward to working with MD State Board of Plumbing and with as much symmetry as possible. Mr. Buckley thanked the Board for their time and wished everyone a good holiday. Director Marquette thanked Mr. Buckley and Mr. Imhof for attending the meeting and provided them with his contact information. He added that he looked forward to working with them in the new year. 

ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn the December 18, 2025 Business Meeting was made by Mr. Stokes, seconded by Hancock, and unanimously approved by the Board. The meeting was adjourned at 10:37 a.m.  


__________________________                        ______________
Charles Marquette                                                    Date
Executive Director

   
Signed on behalf of the Board as voted and approved on: ________
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